
Teaching and Research Laboratories 

Alan MacDiarmid Building, Victoria University

The overall building houses the Schools 
of Biological Sciences and Chemical 
and Physical Sciences, which includes 
offi ces and general teaching spaces. For 
this project we were engaged as the 
specialist laboratory consultants for the 
design, documentation, and delivery of 
the laboratory areas.

The design philosophy is for the 
laboratory spaces to be visible from 
other areas and to be open to each 
other for the sharing of information and 
learning. Within each space the fi ttings 
and the services have been designed so 
that the layout can be modifi ed in the 
future without signifi cant alterations to 
the infrastructure.

Working from a cohesive palette of 
colours, a continuity between spaces is 
created, while still indicating separate 
zones.

With a background of neutral tones 
providing the common base between 
areas, a vibrant and crisp family of 
highlight colours accentuates the design. 
Resene Wild Thing, Resene Christine, 
Resene Quarter Ash and a custom colour 
mix were paired with corresponding 
vinyl and joinery colours to achieve the 
co-ordinated aesthetic.

Safety within the laboratory spaces is 
vitally important, and the creation of 
clearly identifi ed emergency response 
locations is an integral part of this. The 
use of Resene Rain Forest forms part of 
the family of colours but it was chosen to 
stand out and be quickly identifi ed in an 
emergency situation.

The result brings an excitement and 
a vibrancy that contradicts the bland 
environment that is more stereotypical 
of laboratory spaces in the past.
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