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Waikete Valley Wonder

658 Waikete Valley Road, Rotorua

Architectural Specifier: Darryl Church Architecture  www.darrylchurch.co.nz
Colour Selection: Marlene Hudson Design
Interior Designer: Marlene Hudson Design
Painting Contractor: J Drongool Painters
Photographer: Deanna Onan
Other Key Contributors: The Polish Shop (front door)

Colours Used: Resene Double Napa, Resene Ironsand, Resene Half Mondo, Resene Zeus
Products Used: Resene Lumbersider, Resene decorative paints

This family home was designed to 
capture the stunning 360 degree views 
offered on location – Mt Ruapehu can 
be viewed from the living room and 
office on a clear day.  Sitting proudly 
on an exposed hill top, this 300 square 
metre home is anchored yet majestic as 
it demands attention within the rolling 
hills of the countryside and the Paeroa 
ranges beyond.

This building is contemporary in design 
and needed to show presence within this 
stunning environment and reflect the 
reason for being – a family farmhouse.  
In true farmhouse tradition the use of 
board and batten to clad the home has 
been painted in Resene Lumbersider 
tinted to Resene Half Mondo. Resene 
Ironsand was used on the iron roof and 
the bagged brick spine and chimney have 
been painted Resene Lumbersider tinted 
to Resene Double Napa and finished with 
the mortar, screed in a non-uniformed 
trowel pattern, which complements the 
other rustic materials.

To highlight the building’s various 
forms, textures and roof styles, different 
colours were used on each material.  The 
inspiration for these colours was the 
earthy tones apparent in nature, during 
our long, dry and hot summers.

Resene Double Napa was chosen as the 
colour for the brick cladding on the south 
side of this home, the chimney and each 
side of the entrance, this elevation mainly 
lives in shadow cast by the building 
itself. The clever design elements of 
this building are vast and of particular 
interest is the seeming appearance of a 
group of pods attached to the central 
brick wall – the spine, as viewed from 
the south elevation.

On the north side of the central brick wall 
the roof changes shape and becomes a 
hip roof with gable ends.  In fact there are 
actually three styles of roof covering this 
one dwelling – the middle roof running 
the full length of the home is flat and on 
the entrance side (south facing) each pod 
is covered by a raking ceiling, whereas 
the north elevation is more traditional 
with a hip roof and gable ends.

Resene Half Mondo has been used on 
the north side of this home as it sits 
exposed to the elements – bathed in full 
sun during summer the outdoor room is 
a favourite spot.  Use of a darker colour 
on this side visually reduces the tall, long 
scale of the building ensuring it remains 
anchored to the landscape.
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