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The house is a 1930s bungalow, north 
facing, situated high on the northern side 
of East Coast Road in Milford and has 
beautiful views down to Milford Beach 
and further out to sea.  The house is the 
front house, closest to the road, on a 
cross-lease site with a hedged fence line 
and grass at the front of the house and is 
fully concreted with no grass at the back 
of the site.  

Three years ago we put in twelve 
‘Michelia figo’ trees surrounded by ‘Star 
Jasmine’ bushes at the back of the site 
to provide a softer greener look to the 
back section.  The trees are in planter 
boxes and have a coloured steel ‘curtain’ 
in a grey colour similar to Resene Scarpa 
Flow covering the boxes.  The base of the 
house was also grey and with so much 
concrete on the site, we decided to keep 
the colour on the base of the house in 
the new colour scheme.  

My aim was to create a fresh, modern 
look for the house but I also wanted it 
to be in keeping with the surrounding 
environment.  As we did not have the 
previous colour chart for the exterior of 
the house, I matched the existing colour 
on the base of the house as closely as 
I could and chose Resene Lumbersider 
tinted to Resene Scarpa Flow.  Due to the 
proximity of the house to the road and 
the dust created from the same, I did not 
want the weatherboards to be all white, 
so I chose Resene Double Concrete which 
gives the weatherboards the crisp fresh 
look I wanted and when taking in the 
view of the sea to the north of the house, 

blends in well.  For the windows, all the 
door frames, the pergola and the deck 
posts, front porch pillars and the eaves, 
I used white Resene Sonyx 101. The 
window sills, the guttering around the 
roof line, the window boxes, letterbox 
roof, the garage door and the top edge 
of the chimney are painted with Resene 
Mine Shaft, while on the front door I 
used Resene Mine Shaft in a gloss finish.  
The roof which is corrugated iron has 
been painted in Resene Hi-Glo tinted to 
Resene Bright Grey.

The house now has a crisp, clean more 
modern look with many comments from 
passers-by on how good the house looks 
now it has been painted.
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