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Canterbury residence
Sydney, New South Wales

This beautiful upper addition to quite
a plain federation home has been
enhanced by a sympathetic architectural
design. The dominant architectural
feature of the design is the roof, with
its many gables. The expansive roof
was designed to take advantage of the
environmental conditions, including
sunlight and ventilation.

The huge gables have been
complemented by the use of interesting
windows, decorative timber work,
exposed rafters and cedar shingles.
This creates a dynamic, impressive
streetscape, especially the feature area
on the side view, while referencing
the heritage of the home, and adding
character to it.

The brief was to meet the desires of two
homeowners, with differing visions for
their home, while respecting the heritage
of the house and creating interest in the
elevations by using contrasting elements
in the colour design. The desire was to
use a complementary tone on tone feel
in the palette, to ‘lighten’ the feel of
the structure, given its dominant roof
structure and extensive use of shingles
and terracotta roofing, while respecting

the heritage details of the building, but
interpret the heritage palette in a new,
fresh way.

The client was clear they did not want
a scheme they would tire of, so the
aesthetic created needed to be classic,
not ‘trendy’. It was important to maintain
interest in the elevations and ensure
the home did not appear to have large
bland expanses, so colour needed to
create interest, by providing contrast
between the architectural elements.
It was essential the colour selections
complemented the architecture of the
home and the detailing, which was
integral to the design.

They wanted to respect the heritage
and detail, yet did not like ‘traditional’
heritage colour schemes, and some
colours, such as blues and greys were
completely off the table.

The selected COLORBOND® guttering
was taken into account and used as an
accent colour matched on gable fascias
and barge boards in Resene Hi-Glo.
The beautiful Resene AquaShield
in Resene Half Doeskin provided a
great base colour, which worked with

G Resene Nougat

the COLORBOND® Bushland and was
not too feminine. It is a colour with
warmth and character and complements
the cedar timberwork and selected
terracotta tiles beautifully well. Resene
Quarter Spanish White was the
perfect contrasting white without being
too stark, so maintaining a sense of
warmth and homeliness.

The western aspect of the prominent side
elevation was also important to consider,
given that it is bathed in uninterrupted
sunlight every afternoon. The colour
palette had to be strong enough to
maintain  contrast on architectural
features even under intense illumination
from the west.

The main consideration for the paints
used was durability and finish. Gloss
was selected for the timber features to
highlight them further and add to a sense
of ‘lightness’ to the structure, by adding
another layer of luminous reflectance to
the contrasting elements. In this way, a
low sheen was critical for the rendered
walls, to heighten this contrast, while
maintaining washability and ease of
maintenance.

A" Total Colour
“O Awards




