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James Peters Design was approached 
by Dean and Muir Q.C.s to restructure 
and refit their new chambers.  They had 
acquired new premises and as he had 
designed their previous premises 13 
years ago and they were pleased with 
the long term result they rehired him for 
this project.

The brief was to restructure and design 
and complete within three and a half 
weeks.  The builder and painting team 
pulled out all stops and they managed 
to conclude the concept on time and 
on budget.  This included installing new 
walls, most of the ceiling, new glass 
partitions, panelling a large wall and part 
of ceiling, refitting all furniture, bookcase, 
flooring and of course the colours and 
textures.  

Carin Wilson, one of New Zealand’s finest 
cabinetmakers was hired to make the 
cabinets and his attention to detail was 
gratifying.  It was important to present an 
overall concept that contained gravitas 
as this was a legal environment with 
two Queen’s Councils operating daily.  
Consideration was also given to the legal 
secretaries, who required a balanced, 
calm, pleasing environment to work in.

The result is a harmonious, stylish 
chambers befitting the legal 
requirements.  It is highly imaginative in 
its approach and still projects an earnest 
place of business.  

With this particular project James realised 
he required muted colours, strong in 
projection but not overpowering. He 
also took into consideration the light 
factors, the spaces as a whole and the 
legal environment. He approaches the 
application of the paint like an artist 
does to canvas. It is a work in progress. 
After the first coat James assesses with 
his painter the result. Is it too dark? Too 
light? Too oppressive? Sometimes James 
will experiment with colour change until 
he get the final results. Suddenly a ping 
factor will emerge and then James will 
know he has succeeded with his quest.  

Resene Zylone Sheen in Resene 
Coriander is used on the back and side 
chamber walls with Resene Caffeine 
in the reception area and on the library 
wall. The reception side wall and desk are 
stained in Resene Colorwood in Resene 
Dark Rimu. General office walls are in 
Resene Half White Pointer with all 
ceilings in Resene Alabaster.

To incorporate texture James chose a 
Resene wallpaper to complement the 
colours.  A risk but it works splendidly.  
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