DIY %

Winter warmth

Mark Rayner shows how to create a mini greenhouse perfect
for protecting vulnerable plants and growing vegetables.

You will need:

e Clear polycarbonate
sheet (measuriny
approximately Tm x 3m)
cut to the followinyg

e 15 x 20mm x 20mm x e Craft knife
1800mm ygarden stakes e Drill
to form the frame - e Screwdriver
ensure these are all e Felf pen
straight e PVA ylue

e Resene Quick Dry e Saw
Woaterborne Primer e Hammer

dimensions:
2 x 300mm x 1600mm

’ Undercoat
(side panels) ¢ Resene Lumbersider nails
2 x:500mm x 1400mm tinted to Resene Paua
(front panel and door e Paintbrush nails

panel)
1 x 400mm x 1000mm
(roof panel)

Apply one coat of Resene Quick Dry
Waterborne Primer Undercoat to the gar-
den stakes and allow to dry for one hour.

Nail two long lengths of the painted
frame to each polycarbonate side
panel with 2omm nails. Turn the pan-
els over and attach two smaller lengths
across the top and bottom in the same
way. Fix at each corner with PVA and
4omm nails — drill pilot holes first to
prevent the wood splitting. Saw off any
excess wood. Remove the polycar-
bonate’s protective film.

o Tape measure
o Metal straight edge
e Larye set square

catch

Apply two coats of Resene Paua to the
garden stakes, allowing two hours for
each coat to dry — these will form the
frame of the greenhouse.

Cut four 1m lengths of painted framing
and fix the side panels together, as
shown, using PVA and 4omm galvan-
ised nails — drill pilot holes first to
prevent the wood from splitting. Use
the set-square to ensure the frame is
fixed at right angles.
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e 20mm yalvanised flathead
e 40mm yalvanised flathead

e 2 x zinc plated hinges
¢ Zinc plated hook and eye

For more on paints
phone 0800 RESENE
the e the ped sk e OF ViSIt WWW.resene.co.nz

Measure and cut the polycarbonate
sheet into the dimensions listed
above, using a sharp craft knife to cut
the polycarbonate.

Measure the greenhouse front open-
ing and make two panels to fit this
space — one approximately 140o0mm x
soomm (front fixed panel) and a slight-
ly smaller approximately 139omm x
soomm one (door). Spot prime and
paint any bare wood where frames
have been cut to fit. Fix the larger
panel into position, as shown, using
PVA glue and 4omm galvanised nails.

Note: This lightweight greenhouse should be positioned against
a wall in a well-protected spot out of any strong wind. If you
want to construct a similar greenhouse for a windier spot use
somm x somm timber and fix to the wall with pin hinges.

Make a mark on the front edge of both
side panels 1450mm from the bottom
edge. Draw a line from this mark to the
back top corner. Cut along this diago-
nal line with the craft knife, as shown.

Attach the roof panel into position
with 2o0mm galvanised nails and
screw the door into position using
zinc-plated hinges. Fix the hook and
eye catch into position on the top of
the door.
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