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Ways to decorate
your home with
ittle or no money
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Above: Whanau wall, fruit and col-
lections. Opposite page - clockwise
from top left: Feathers, shells, candles
and flowers.
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beautiful part of our native surroundings —and, in
my opinion, are timeless things that shouldn't ever
be unfashionable. Why not put each separate trip’s
worth of shells in a jar with the date and location
they were collected? Imagine a whole shelf full,
gathered over the years by the small hands of your
children or grandchildren... somehow makes them
all the more beautiful. . .

Whanau wall | know this is one of Mary

Grant's favourites—so | made sure to include

it. What can be easier than displaying
photos of your family and friends? A whanau
wall can be as big or as small as you want. It can
stay in one space in the house and the photos
changed regularly, or they can be organic things
that end up taking over the whole hallway! How
wonderful to watch your children/grandchildren
grow over time right under your own nose! Lots
of shaps sell cheap simple frames — check out THE
WAREHOUSE for frames available in packs of 10
(@$59.95) as part of the new 'republic revolution’.
EZIBUY, SPOTLIGHT and BRISCOES also have a
great selection.

Flowers and plants \We have lost the art

of growing flowers for the house. | know

| am useless in the garden, and am always
daunted by the thought of growing flowers.
Give me foliage and greenery any day — | am less
likely to kill these! We can buy cut flowers — and
immediately lift a room — even if there is no scent,
but how wonderful to cut sormething from our own
gardens. Try hydrangea or magnelia leaves which
last for ages. Olive and feijoa leaves look soft and
silvery in a tall vase.Buxus in a terracotta pot can
look great around the house, especially if you dip
them into shapes. Much more cost efficent than
buying them.

Fruit Why can't we use the groceries we

buy stacked in a lovely bowl to add to the

look of the house? Lemons and limes are
a great one (the limes only when they are at their
cheapest!), as are apples and pears. My favourite
are red pears — | have a hard time actually letting
the children eat them, as they look so fab in a
big bow...

Cushions Cushions are a cheap and
cheerful way of changing, adding to a
room. If you keep using the same inners
then this keeps the cost down. If you find some
fabric you love but don't sew — try a relative that
does — or even your local alterations shop — if they

are cut to size and you supply the zip (use long
invisible zips, available from SPOTLIGHT) — they will
usually sew them up for you. | try and look what
is happening in the shops and then see if | can
find a cheaper option. | am quite into polka dots
and found a beautiful set of red and white polka
dotted tea towels at Briscoes for $9 for three. They
have made gorgeous cushion covers. WALLACE
COTTON (www.wallacecotton.co.nz) always have
a great range of cushions each season. They have
a particularly sumptious black velvet cushion with
a3 jeweled crown on it for winter @ $29. | might
have to have it...

Collections 'We have lost the art

of collecting. | do have a couple of

collections. | collect blue and white china,
and | find it interesting that it is starting to be
fashionable again. | have been doing it for 20
years, so | figured it was bound to come back
into fashion at some point! | love stacking them
all on one shelf, mismatched and jumbly, but |
just love it as | not only look at the patterns and
shapes but | remember who gave me what bits
and where | collected the other pieces from. Try
putting a plate collection on a wall, or use your
beautiful glass vases down the middle of a table
filled with wild flowers, Bring out your tea cup
collection when you have friends round,— giving
each person a different one.

Candles By candles—|mean lighting
really in all its many incarnations.
In this country we are very good

at overhead lighting and we often forget the
wonderful change in mood that softer lighting
can bring. Candles, candelabras and tealights are
all cheap and easy to use (just make sure all small
people are kept away — or are asleep!). We can
also use table lamps and floor lamps. They can
easily be moved around — use your imagination!

Repetition | say this as a way of
introducing bottles, | have a rather
large collection of bottles from

various water and sparkling drinks stashed in a
cupboard. | love their shapes, but mostly that they
are freel My favourite is an ANTIPODES water
bottle which looks great with a single flower like a
protea in it. | use the smaller UIMONATA bottles or
small SAN PELLIGRINO bottles with a single flower
running down the middle of the table or along the
window sill with jasmine or ivy. You can get both of
those bottles from your local FOODTOWN.
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