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N U R S E RY  c r a f t

I N S P I R E D  B Y  R E S E N E

on the road
Transform a blank canvas into a city  

street map and your little one can get busy 
driving all over town. Styling by  

MEREDITH BALDWIN
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Fire your child’s imagination with a road map 
they can help you to design. Let them choose where 
to add zebra crossings, rivers and parks and create 

their own little town for hours of fun.

FOR MORE IDEAS AND INSPIRATION visit your Resene ColorShop, 0800 RESENE (737 363) or visit www.resene.co.nz

For more ideas for children’s 
art and bedroom brighteners 

take a look at the Kid’s section 
on the Resene website for a 

range of fun projects to make. 

Head online to 
resene.co.nz/kidzcolour 

Get inspired online
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Road map
YOU WILL NEED:

  Piece of canvas (We used a stretched 
canvas which we cut off the frame 
as they are reasonably cheap and 
already primed). Available at Spotlight, 
Looksharp, art supply shops. You could 
also use a wooden board.

 Painter’s masking tape
  Resene paint. We used: Resene Reef, 
Resene Tuft Bush, Resene Gunsmoke, 
Resene Witch Haze, Resene Mint Tulip

  Wooden blocks (We got ours from 
Looksharp, or you could cut your own)
 Toy cars and trucks

TO MAKE: 
1 It’s a good idea to draw out a rough plan 
to scale before you draw it out on the 
canvas (or you could create your design 
on the computer).

2 Tape off the edges of the canvas with 
masking tape.
3 Draw out the road map design 
according to your plan.
4 Tape off any straight lines to make the 
roads and the blocks of land. 
5 Draw the roundabout and trees by 
tracing around two different-sized circular 
objects (we used a jar lid and bottle lid for 
the trees and breakfast and dinner plates 
for the roundabout).
6 Add extras like ponds, playgrounds, 
zebra crossings, a river and train tracks.
7 Once your design is completed, start 
painting it, one colour at a time.
8 After you have finished painting, 
carefully peel off the masking tape  
before the paint is completely dry to 
avoid it lifting.
9 Paint the wooden blocks in matching 
colours to create the houses and 
buildings.

Testpot Tips

1 If your child is more into animals 
than cars, instead of painting roads, 
paint the great outdoors so their 

animals can wander over the mat and 
visit watering holes, grass, dunes and 
whatever else your imagination decides 
to add. 

2  Try using Resene Blackboard Paint 
for some of the blocks in place  
of standard paint. Then you and 

your child can have fun writing or drawing 
on the blocks in chalk. 

3  Ensure the smallest block size is too 
large to fit in a child’s mouth, so it 
can’t obstruct breathing.  

While we don’t encourage blocks or 
toys being sucked and chewed on, 
water based finishes such as Resene 
Lumbersider testpots are considered 
suitable for use on toys.

4 Make sure low tack masking tape 
is stuck down well so the paint 
doesn’t seep under the edge. Peel 

it off before the paint dries fully to avoid 
pulling the paint off with the tape. 

5  Get your child involved and let them 
help choose the colours – simply 
show them the Resene KidzColour 

chart (in-store or online at resene.co.nz) 
and let them point out the colours they’d 
like you to use.  

6 For extra fun, try painting a 
similar scene on your child’s wall 
or wardrobe door using Resene 

Magnetic Magic before you topcoat.  
Then add some magnets to suit the scene 
and your child can play on their wall, and 
when they are not playing they will have a 
piece of art to enjoy.   
This is ideal for children who love space 
and airplanes, as they will look like they 
are flying. Make sure you use good quality 
magnets so they stick well.
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