
Deep, fully saturated colours have captured the imaginations of 
courageous colour lovers seeking a refreshingly different look for their 
homes. Moody blues, greys and browns in particular, such as Resene Indian 
Ink, Resene Armadillo and Resene Monkey are making some serious waves – 
especially when layered with darker and lighter variations in tonal schemes. 
These hues are ideal for building up a deeply layered cocoon-worthy look 
in spaces where you want to linger longer, such as a bedroom or lounge.

Left: This very swoon-worthy 
bedroom is swimming in tonal 
chocolate brown and grey 
tones. Wall in Resene Monkey, 
floor in Resene Space Shuttle, 
bedside table and DIY art in 
Resene Kilamanjaro, lamp base 
in Resene Americano, books in 
Resene Kabul and Resene Space 
Shuttle, plant pot in Resene 
Felix and vases in Resene Kabul, 
Resene Monkey and Resene 
Americano. Bedlinen and rug 
from Città, round cushion from 
Country Road, other cushions 
and throw from H&M Home.

Right: This wall and floor in 
moody Resene Licorice make a 
strong statement with a collection 
of DIY art in Resene All Black. 
Table from Domo, chair from 
Simon James Design.
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Above: Play up deeper oceanic navy blues with 
nautical accessories and accents in crisp white with 
pops of rusty red. Panelled wall in Resene Tangaroa, left 
wall and coaster in Resene Indian Ink, floor in Resene 
Colorwood Mid Greywash, headboard and bedside 
table in Resene Half Black White, wall accessories and 
lidded dish in Resene Raging Bull. Lamp from Freedom 
Furniture, duvet cover from Ezibuy, mirror, cushion 
and throw from H&M Home, pillowcases from Città.
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no space too small
The oft-quoted ‘rule’ that dark colours shouldn’t be used in small 
spaces unless you want the space to feel claustrophobic simply isn’t 
true – so feel free to break it. Look for colours with a cool base, which 
will visually recede, and pay attention to your lighting as it may need 
to be adjusted to suit your new paint colour.

Below: Dark colours and tongue-and-groove panelling combine beautifully. While 
Resene Armadillo on the wall is a very deep grey, it feels less imposing than other similarly 
dark colours. Floor in Resene Colorwood Natural timber stain, bedside drawers in Resene 
Triple Tapa, chair in Resene Zeus, vase in Resene Karaka and plant pot in Resene Go Ben 
with hand-painted shapes in Resene Cargo and Resene Beachcomber. Bedlinen from 
Foxtrot Home, cushion and throw from Città, chair from Mocka, lamp from Paper Plane.

 If you’re going 
for a dark paint 

colour, try it in Resene 
SpaceCote Flat, which 
dries to a beautiful 
matte finish to 
emphasise the depth 
in your colour.
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top tip
When opting for dark and 
dramatic colours, keep in 
mind that you may need 

to adjust your lighting. Use 
lamps, accent lighting and 
dimmer switches to help 
create the right mood.

Resene  
Triple Tapa

Resene  
Beachcomber

Resene  
Cargo

Resene Colorwood  
Natural

Resene  
Go Ben

Resene  
Armadillo

Resene  
Zeus

  |  25


